
January 21, 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Staff Members:  

 
As most of you already know there was a threat made Thursday evening to our 
district.  The threat was made via my Twitter account. The threat was specific 
enough that the Upper Merion PD became involved immediately and ultimately 
the FBI also became involved.  
 
The investigation has been ongoing since approximately 10:00 p.m. Thursday 
evening and continues to move forward as I prepare this update to you.  I cannot 
provide any more details during the investigation, as I will leave that for the folks 
in law enforcement to discuss when the time is appropriate.  
 
With all of that being said, I am very pleased to inform you that there is NO viable 
threat to the school district.  The individual associated with this threat is in 
custody in Montreal, Canada and I have been told that the interview process of 
this person is still underway.   
 
In consultation with Chief of Police, Tom Nolan, we still have no reason to believe 
that this individual poses ANY threat against the Upper Merion Area School 
District.  We still do not know why this individual chose my Twitter acct. to post 
this threat.  Please note that this individual is currently in custody in Canada and 
as stated previously, this is still an ongoing investigation. No additional 
information will be released, as I would not want to do ANYTHING to jeopardize 
this process.   
 
Needless to say I am very thankful for the hard work and dedication of the law 
enforcement officials here at Upper Merion under the outstanding leadership of 
Chief Tom Nolan.  I am also very thankful for the resources provided to this 
investigation from the FBI as they proved to be invaluable in their partnership 
with the Upper Merion Police Department to solve this crime.  I am very pleased 
with the authorities in Canada, who have taken this issue very seriously and are 
doing their very best to continue to conduct a thorough investigation.   
 
The School District will continue to work with Law Enforcement officials so that 
we can prosecute this person accordingly.  In the meantime we will have a more 
visible presence of local Law Enforcement at each of our buildings when the 
students return to school on Tuesday, January 22, 2019.   
 
Although I am very disappointed by the actions of this person, I am so very proud 
of the resolve of this community during this difficult time.  We as a district will 
continue to teach and embrace all that is good in this world and not allow this one 
act of senseless stupidity to define our Community and School District as I 
believe that “good shall always prevail over evil”…. 



 
Please be advised that we will have strategies in place for our staff members to 
discuss this event with our students upon their return to school.  Those strategies 
will only be put in place if questions are asked and if concerns are raised by our 
students and staff.  As always I will continue to keep you in the loop and I hope 
you all enjoy the remainder of your weekend.  I am looking forward to welcoming 
our students back to this amazing school district on Tuesday! 
 
 
My regards,  
 
Dr. John A. Toleno, Superintendent 


